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Foot & Mouth

Foot and Mouth

The current outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD) in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and
Wa eshasaffected dairy, sheep and hogs. Any cloven
footed anima, wild or domestic, can be susceptible.
Humans are not susceptible but can be carriers of the
highly contagiousvirusontheir clothes, shoesand other
objects. Casesof FMD have beenfoundinsomemid-
eastern countries and suspect cases are being watched
in France, Germany, Bdgium and Denmark. Some
South American and African countries have had
occasiond outbreaks. TheUSA, Canadaand Mexico
arecurrently FMD free. Thereisnoknown curefor
FMD, and control isby animal eradication.

The rapid spread of FMD and the related livestock
economic consequences  should make everyone be
concerned with bio-security on their dairy. Thelarge
number of foregnvigtorscomingtothe Tulare and San
JoaguinValley areassmakethisapotentid problem. In
an increesngly globdized world, an unsuspecting
vigtor or yoursdf vidting an infested area of some
country could lead to the unthinkable outbresk here.
Humans can carry the virusin their respiratory
tract for at least 24 hour safter contact, aswell as
on skin, hair and clothing for several days. The
CDFA givesthe following precautionary advice. For
questions cal them at (559) 237-1843 in Fresno.

1. Ask foreign vistors and tour groups to provide
information about recent farmand animal contacts.

2. If possible, verify dated information in passports
and/or U.S. customs documents.

Dairy Data

Noteworthy

3. Donot permit persons/objectsthat havebeeninan
infected country on your facilitiesfor 5 days.

4. Do not dlow meat or anima products from an
infected country on your facilities.

5. Keep clean protective clothing and footwear
available for required wearing by al vistors.

6. Discourage close contact or anima handling by
foreign vistors.

7. If traveling to an infected country, carefully wash
and dignfect dl clothing and shoes upon
returning to U.S. Any questions, cal (559) 237-
1843 or (916) 857-6170 or (559) 688-1731.

If you are planning an oversesstrip or any foreign vist,
check thelatest FMD statusof your destination before
making thetrip. Preventionisby far thebest control of
FMD, and updates of the disease status can be
obtainedwithasmplephonecal. Y oucandsovistthe

following Web site for details: http://
www.aphisusdagov/calfmd/index.html.  Clinicaly,

FMD blisters on mouth and feet gppear smilar to
Vescular Stomatitis that cametothe Tulareareainthe
mid-1980's. However, the FMD virusis much more
difficult to control and spreads much faster than the
other disease. If there are any doubts about
identification of diseases, contact your veterinarian or
the UCVMTRC at 688-1731.

Dairy Data

In spite of the current delay for dairy permitsin Tulare
County, therewas an increase of 20,000 cows for the
past year. Thiswasprimarily duetofilling of farmsthat
had previouspermits. Therearenow 303 dariesinthe
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county and the trend toward larger herds aso
continues, with the average dairy size now being 1180
cows. The annexed graphs depict this picture. It is
expectedthat growthinloca cow numberswill leve off
thisyear, if the permit process remains interrupted.

Cdifornia now has 1,562,000 milk cows or about
70,000 more cows than the previous 12 months. In
contrast, the other four top dairy states had adrop in
cow numbers. Both Wisconsin and New Y ork were
each down 30,000 and Pennsylvania and Minnesota
decreased by 10,000 and 20,000, respectively.
Percentage gainsin milk production for 2000 wereled
by Idaho with 11.9% and Colorado with 11.3%.
Other gainerswere New Mexico, 10.8%; Nebraska,
9.9%; South Dakota, Indiana and Kansas each had
8.2%; and Cdlifornia was 5.8%.

Washington led the nation for average milk per cow in
2000 with 22,644 pounds. Thiswas 24% higher than
the national average of 18,204 pounds per cow.
Cdlifornia, Colorado and Arizonawereinthe 21,000+
range, whileWisconsinand Minnesotawere below the
national average with 17,306 and 17,777 pounds per

cow, respectively.

Tom Shultz
Dairy Advisor
(559) 733-6488

Noteworthy

As of April 1¢ the Tulare Dary Herd
Improvement Associaion will offer college
scholarshipsfor quaified family of association
members and DHIA employees. For details
contact manager David Brown or Board of
Directors (686-6173) in Tulare.

Requests have been received from severd
personsfor alist of dairiesand their locationin
Tulare County. USDA regulations do not
dlow organizations such as this office,
Universty of Cdifornia Cooperative Exten-
son, togiveout thisinformation. Itisadvised
that these requests be directed to the Dairy
Herd Improvement Association, the Cdlifornia
Department of Agriculture, or other publicand
private agencies.




Tulare County Dairy Cows
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